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Walls of Wittenberg – 2021 new mural –
“Down to Earth”
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WOW’s newest mural, “Down to Earth, The
Observation of Humanity’s Transformation”,
shortened to “Down to Earth” is gracing
Kristy McRae’s Down to Earth massage
therapy building on Vinal Street in
Wittenberg. The artist, Emida Roller, was
contacted and hired to bring this vision to a
reality.
The creative process, by Emida --”Kristy,
the owner of Down to Earth Therapy had
definite ideas of what she wanted for the
mural and shared some images with me. I
gave her two design options and further
developed the one she picked using the earth,
an eagle, a dove and flowers. The Mother
Earth ties in well with Down to Earth, a
wonderful massage therapy business. With
the inside newly renovated, the outside
needed some sprucing up too.”
“The design was transferred to the primed
Polytab material, 18’3” X 8’, 5 panels in all.
The mural was painted with exterior paint at
my winter studio in Connecticut. In the spring
of 2021, I transported it back to Madison,WI
Where I adhered the painted Polytab to
aluminum panels. The finished panels were
delivered to Wittenberg and then installed by
Steve Vera for everyone to enjoy.”
“Thank you WOW for this opportunity.
Emida Roller

Muralist Emida Roller
In 2003, Emida started her mural painting
business, Wall Designs by Emida, LLC. The
buzz about her work spread quickly, and since
then Emida has painted murals for both
individual and commercial clients.
For six years, between 2014 and 2020, Emida
was one of the lead artists with Dane Arts
Mural arts, including two years as the
Executive Director. DAMA is a community
mural painting non-profit organization based
in Madison, WI. She is also a member of The
Walldogs, a group of highly skilled sign
painters and mural artists from all over the
globe. She was also one of the 6 artists who
helped paint the WOW mural, “Ursa and Her
Minors” in 2018.
Emida spends most of her time creating new
murals in her Northeast Connecticut studio,
and you can find her at emidaroller.com.

ART PARTNERS PROGRAM
Individuals and businesses may became
Art Partners by making an annual
contribution to support the work of
WOW. This
is a critical
component of
our operating
budget. We
look forward
to greeting
new Art
Partners; individuals, businesses and
organizations are all welcome.
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Highlights of 2021:
“THE ART OF THE QUILTER VII –
Sew On And Sew Forth”
January 23 - February 7, 2021 ~ WOWSPACE

This was our 7th open
quilt show. It was a nonjuried, non-judged show,
with awards voted on by
our guests. 1st, 2nd, and
3rd place Peoples’ Choice
and an Award of
Excellence were given.

“Snowmen” by Darlene Koeppel

Dar Ryba Borchardt of
Wittenberg received the Award of Excellence for
her quilt titled “Splash Points”. Dar’s quilt used a
paper piecing technique in a bold contrast of teal,
black, and white. This award recognizes the high
level of technical skill and difficulty employed by
the quilter.
Three Peoples’ Choice Awards were presented
based on votes cast by visitors to the show who
were asked to vote for the quilt or quilts that
appealed to them the most.
First place honors went to
“Dogwood Blossoms” by
Rachele Wamboldt of Eland,
Margie Mech
WI, for “Classic Mario”. This
quilt was made from an
overwhelming number of oneinch squares which gave it the
pixelated appearance of this
classic video game, offering a
real twist on the traditional
“postage stamp” quilt. Second
place was awarded to Kathleen Vuchetich of
Minocqua, WI, for “Red and White”. This striking
quilt paired a simple flying geese pattern in reds,
pinks, and white with an extremely complex
quilting design. Third place was awarded to

Margie Mech for “Dogwood Blossoms”. This
“rescue” quilt sold as a kit in the 1930’s or 1940’s
by Herrschner’s. It combines applique,
embroidery, hand quilting, and a scalloped border.
It was lovingly finished to its period beauty.
Fifty quilts were displayed at the show, which
included the creations of 34 different quilters
from 16 different cities. Of special interest was
an antique wool quilt made in the Manx block
technique, originating on the Isle of Man off the
coast of Ireland.
ARTISTS’ FREEPLAY VIII
April 24-May 9, 2021 ~ WOWSPACE

Artists’ Freeplay VIII, a juried exhibit, was held
on Saturdays and Sundays from April 24th to May
9th.
Entries were judged by
Curt Knoke and Dave
Aschenbrenner. They
chose a Red Cedar Dream
Table, created by C. Steve
Johnson as Best of Show.

Awards of Excellence went to Judith Gosz for
“St. Mary’s Leapolis” and “Bear Trap Falls”.
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of a successful and enjoyable year for “The
Emerging Talent VII”, which was held at the
WOWSPACE gallery the
last weekend in May and
the first two weekends in
June. Despite the
challenges of the Covid19 school year, 20202021, the districts’ art
teachers and students, K
Landon Meronk
– 12, did an amazing job
Grade 5
exhibiting over 100 pieces

Awards of Honor were given to Lee Ann Schulz’s
“Cherry Blossom Garden”
necklace

and Hans Schmidt’s “In the
Mix” photography.

“Grand Slam”

of
charming and
creative art work,
done in a variety
of mediums and
projects all
completed by the
students of the
Quinn Meverden
Grade 1
district.
“The Blue Sky”
A huge thank you to
Keven Brunett,
Birnamwood Elem./Middle School; Naomi
Engelke, Wittenberg Elem./Middle School;
and Diana Wendler, H.S., for their time,
effort, and interest during such a challenging
year and making this a special and worthwhile
show.
This show was sponsored by Walls of
Wittenberg, Inc.

Adults and children alike were delighted to see
that Cinderella’s dress even
made an appearance.

Thank you to all the exhibitors, attendees and
volunteers for their time.

EMERGING TALENT VII

THREE SECOND TUESDAY CONCERTS

Saturdays and Sundays, May 29th – June 13th 2021
11AM-3PM ~ WOWSPACE

After the Covid-19 cancellation of the 2020
Emerging Talent Show, it was decided to go
ahead with the plans for 2021, if handled with
special care. We were happy with the results

June 9th, July 14th, August 11th
Art Park and Washington Park ~ Wittenberg

On June 8th Open Tab performed at the
WOWSPACE Art Park. A warm and sunny
evening found 40-50 guests enjoying the
music, impressed with the variety of
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genres. A 50/50 raffle was held and $53
went to the lucky winner. Chubby Cheeks sold
ice cream bars.
Our next concert was July 13th. QUARRY
ROAD entertained us on a beautiful, breezy
80 degree evening that was deemed “perfect
weather!” Approximately 200 guests attended
and enjoyed the music as well as delicious
pulled pork sandwiches sold by the
Wittenberg Ambulance Service. The Lions
Club sold their famous deep fried cheese
curds, and Chubby Cheeks sold ice cream
bars. One lucky guest won $221 in the 50/50
raffle! This concert was held at the band
shell in Washington Park.
The Drovers entertained us on August 17th.
More beautiful weather found about 175
guests at Washington Park enjoying the
music. The Homme Foundation sold a delicious
variety of foods and the Lions Club also sold
their famous curds. The 50/50 raffle
offered a $228 prize. Our concerts were
sponsored by Crossroads Community Theatre,
Walls of Wittenberg, incredible bank, and the
Irving and Doris Hanson Memorial Fund.
WINE, BEER & CHEESE GALA
Friday, September 17th

Like the year before, 2021 proved to a sort
of different year! The Spring Gala usually
takes place in the
Spring when we
are starting to
celebrate the
“thaw” from
winter. Well, in
2021 it ended up
peaking in
September……………September 17th to be

exact. Although attendance was down our
supporters were able to still enjoy the
fabulous food, winning wines and cold fresh
brews! Live music by Brianna Schmidt filled
the WOWSPACE and excited raffle winners
smiled over their new treasures.
We are so
thankful to all
our sponsors
for making our
Spring but Fall
Gala a
memorable
evening. The
Wagner Shell
Food Mart
generously
donated a
variety of wines
for our sipping
pleasure.
Fabiano
Brothers added some tasty samples from
their repertoire. Interesting cheeses and
meats came from Nueske’s Applewood
Smoked Meats, Lisa’s Sweet Shoppe Bakery
and Catering and a newcomer…..Mullins
Cheese. These sponsors, along with many
others helped to make this a fine event even
in the Fall!
For 2022 we hope to spring back to an April
event…….the 22nd to be exact. Hope to see
you at the WOWSPACE on April 22nd for the
2022 Spring Gala!
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FALL ART SHOW
Saturdays and Sundays, September 18th – October 3rd ~
WOWSPACE

“Artfully Autumn”

Wow’s fall show, “Artfully Autumn”, was again,
an amazing and enjoyable exhibit of
extremely talented artists. Alan Clough, his
unique paintings
with such a
variety of subject
matter;

Carmen Duran and her bold
and colorful flowers and
uplifting paintings;

beyond words when studying the detail of her
work.
Trying to describe the talent and beauty of
these pieces of art is quite impossible, you
really have to see it to believe it. You can’t
help but be in awe of their talent, dedication
and inspiration. We thank them for sharing
their gifts.
This show was the last two weekends in
September and the first weekend in October.
The Miles of Art tour was again canceled this
year, but WOW’s show continued successfully
with masks and social distancing
recommended.

FALL THEATRE PRODUCTION
Fridays & Saturdays,
October 8th and 9th and 15th and 16th~ WOWSPACE

“Eat, Drink, and be Murdered:
An Irish Family Feud”
Blaine Koch, a
wood turner who
leaves you
speechless with
his master pieces;
Michael Koeppel, a chainsaw and carver artist
who does what
seems to be
impossible
with a
chainsaw;
and
Jean Sredl, a
textile/fabric
artist whose
creativeness is

By Tony Schwartz and Mary Lou Ambrose

Like the rest of the world COVID had the
Crossroads Community Theatre troupe
shifting
gears. In the
fall of 2021,
instead of
doing a full
comedy play,
we did a
murder
mystery show which we had done a few years
ago as a dinner
theatre
production. The
attendance was
about half of our
normal size crowd,
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but the audience members were
enthusiastic about our performance.
The audience became part of the two rival
Irish families, the McFaddens and O’Rileys,
who were
getting
together for
Grandma Rose’s
birthday
celebration.
After much
mayhem, a
family member was ruthlessly murdered.
After questioning the suspects and enjoying
Grandma Rose’s birthday cake, the audience
cast ballots. And Guess What? The murderer
was revealed! Fabulous prizes went to the
super sleuths.
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE
DECORATING AND LIGHTING
December 3rd ~ Art Park

Community
members joined
together at the
WOWSPACE
Art Park to
light our
Christmas tree.
Beautiful
Christmas
music was provided by the WittenbergBirnamwood High School Carolers. Santa was the
guest of honor, and was able to chat with the
children before giving them a goodie bag.
Christmas Cookies helped one and all smile
brightly.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND BAKE SALE
December 3rd 3-8PM and
December 4th 9AM-3PM~ WOWSPACE

The first full weekend in December found the
WOWSPACE in downtown Wittenberg
bustling with excitement for their annual
Christmas Craft Fair. The WOWSPACE can
accommodate 18 vendors. We had 8 new
vendors this year. Their crafts included
evergreen Christmas wreaths, framed
photography, Christmas and snowmen
glassware, Christmas decorations, journals,
fabric wreaths, quilting and maple syrups, all
of which filled our WOWSPACE. Our regular
vendors did not disappoint either; our goat
soaps, art work, sewing and crochet projects,
jewelry, signs and mesh wreaths, children’s
clothing and flannel hats and capes, and
recycled dishes were readily available for
purchase. The baked goods table was full of
Christmas goodies. We at the WOWSPACE
would like to thank everyone who took the
time to stop by and shop our unique,
homemade crafts. See you next year!!
After more than a decade the Walls of
Wittenberg Mural Booklet was finally updated
in 2020! It now captures all the information
about WOW as well as
our new murals as of
2020! Thanks to
Dynamic Designs it has
a very eye catching
look to it! Thank you
Dynamic Designs for
donating a portion of
your design work.

Drop by the
WOWSPACE or local businesses to
purchase your own copy!
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LOOKING AHEAD TO 2022:
Quilt Show

Saturdays and Sundays, January 22nd – February 6th, 2022
11AM – 3PM ~ WOWSPACE

“Art of the Quilter VIII: Quilty as
Charged” is the title of this year’s quilt show.
January is the perfect time of year to view
cozy, colorful quilts! This show will feature
the talents of many area quilters. Please
check our website for updated information.
Dueling Pianos

Friday, February 11, 2022
7PM ~ 10PM
WOWSPACE

Join us for something fun! Limited tickets
are available. This entertaining show will
feature singers who will take your requests
and keep you enlightened and entertained
throughout the evening with comedy and
music from classic rock to the 80’s hits to
modern hip hop! They aim to please all ages!
See our website for further details.
Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre
Fridays and Saturdays,
March 25th & 26th and April 1st & 2nd
6PM – 9PM ~ WOWSPACE

Join us at the WOWSPACE for a marvelous
meal, mayhem, mystery, and of course a
murder! This event has become an annual
favorite for many area sleuths.
Tickets are purchased in advance at Hanke’s
Sentry Foods or by calling 715-253-3525.
Check our website for more information!

event. It is the perfect way to welcome
spring as you enjoy an evening with friends
and neighbors. We open the Spring Art
Show tonight. Tax deductible tickets are
available for $25 in advance. Check our
website for details or call 715-253-3525.
Spring Art Show

Saturdays and Sundays, April 23-May 8, 2022
11AM – 3PM
WOWSPACE

“Artists’ Freeplay IX” welcomes art of any
kind by any artist! This favorite show
features a wide, eclectic collection of artwork
by a variety of area artists. The show opens
during the Wine, Beer and Cheese Gala then is
open to the public weekends through May 8th.
“Emerging Talent VIII”

Saturdays and Sundays, May 28th – June 12th 2022
11AM-3PM ~ WOWSPACE

Join us as we celebrate the refreshing
artwork of Wittenberg-Birnamwood students.
This is our 8th year showcasing the talents of
our district students. Please check our
website for updated information.
Second Tuesday Concert
Tuesday, June 14, 2022 ~ 6-8 PM ~ WOW Art Park

Sloppy Joe will join us for our first concert
of the summer! As always, the Concert is
free to the public, sponsored by The Doris &
Irving Hanson Memorial Fund, incredible bank,
Crossroads Community Theatre, and Walls of
Wittenberg! Bring chairs, a picnic supper or
snacks and beverages to enjoy. Food will be
Wine, Beer and Cheese Gala
sold on grounds by an area organization.
Friday, April 22, 2022,
7-10 PM ~ WWOWSPACE
Donations are always welcome. In case of
Fabulous Food, Winning Wines and Brewery
rain, the concert will be held in the
th
Fresh Beers will abound at this 12 annual
WOWSPACE.
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Please check our website for updated
information.

Please check our website for updated
information.
Fall Theatre Production

Second Tuesday Concert

Fridays and Saturdays, October 7th and 8th and 14th and
15th, 2022 ~ 7PM ~ WOWSPACE

Tuesday, July 12, 2022 ~ 6-8 PM ~ WOW Art Park

Tonight Open Tab will play a variety of
favorites that will be sure to have you tapping
your toes and humming along. As always, the
Concert is free to the public, sponsored by
The Doris & Irving Hanson Memorial Fund,
incredible bank, Crossroads Community
Theatre, and Walls of Wittenberg! Bring
chairs, a picnic supper or snacks and
beverages to enjoy. Food will be sold on
grounds by an area organization. Donations
are always welcome. In case of rain, the
concert will be held in the WOWSPACE.
Please check our website for updated
information.

This fall we plan to start another set of
comedy plays written by Hope, Jones and
Wooten. Their plays are filled with colorful
characters, crazy plot twists and lots of
Southern charm.
Please check our website for updated
information.
Community Christmas Tree Lighting
December 2, 2022 ~ 7:00 PM ~ WOW Art Park

Tuesday Concert
Tuesday, August 16, 2022 ~ 6-8 PM ~ WOW Art Park

The Drovers will be here tonight, playing all
the songs you love in their familiar style. As
always, the Concert is free to the public,
sponsored by The Doris & Irving Hanson
Memorial Fund, 1ncredible bank, Crossroads
Community Theatre, and Walls of Wittenberg!
Bring chairs, a picnic supper or snacks and
beverages to enjoy. Food will be sold on
grounds by an area organization. Donations
are always welcome.
In case of rain, the concert will be held in the
WOWSPACE. Please check our website for
updated information.
.
Annual Fall Art Show ~ TBA
Saturdays and Sundays, September 17th – October 2nd,
2022 ~ 11AM – 3PM ~ WOWSPACE

Help us start
the holiday
season as we
light our
Community
Christmas Tree
in the Art Park.
Refreshments
and Caroling fun
for all!
Please check our website for updated
information.
Christmas Craft And Bake Sale

Friday, December 2, 2022 ~ 3-8 PM and
Saturday, December 3, 2022 ~ 9AM – 3PM ~
WOWSPACE

Start out your month with this fun craft and
bake sale, guaranteed to get your Christmas
shopping off to a good start! Find gifts for
family and friends and baked goods to enjoy
now or later. Please check our website for
updated information.
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Please visit our web site:
www.wallsofwittenberg.com for
periodic updates, event information,
and learning more about the Walls of
Wittenberg.
“Susan’s Towers”
Dr. Susan Hanson was one of the founding
members of Walls of Wittenberg, Inc. She
sadly passed away in 2015. At her memorial
celebration of life, a 3-piece metal sculpture
entitled “Susan’s Towers” was presented to
WOW by a friend of Susan’s, Randy
Verhasselt. He filled them with exotic
flowers for the celebration, which he knew
Susan would have loved.

Towers. Keaton is a senior at West Bend
High School, where he is in his second year of
AP art classes. He chose a blue background
to blend the Towers into the Art Park.
Flowers were chosen as the design in memory
of Susan, who dearly loved them. All the
paint that was used was leftover paint from
Wittenberg murals, which surely would have
put a smile on Susan’s face!
We are happy to have the renovated “Susan’s
Towers” as an addition to our Art Park. We
thank Keaton Diffor for completing the
project and we believe that Dr. Susan Hanson
would have approved!

The towers were placed in the Art Park
adjoining the WOWSPACE building. After
several years, the weather proved to be too
much for the towers, and talk of restoring
them began.
In 2021
Keaton
Diffor,
grandson of
WOW vicepresident,
Elaine
Diffor, was
approached
to
undertake
the
renovation
of Susan’s
Page | 10

We Thank Our 2021 Art Partners
Lifetime Partners:

Joe & Kathy Gwidt Susan Hanson Bob Nueske Lois Smith

Individuals and businesses that made an annual membership contribution in 2021
that is vital in supporting WOW include:
Diamond Palette –$2500 +
Cirrinity
Jerry & Andrea Nelson
Platinum Palette - $1000 - $2499
Blair & Ann Smith Town of Wittenberg
Gold Palette - $500 - $999
Gwidt Pharmacy Teressa Knab
Curt & Martha Knoke

Jack & Elaine Diffor

Tom Andrews

Silver Palette - $300 - $499
Mike & Elaine Knab Pam Laking & Blaine Koch
Bronze Palette - $200 - $299
Anita Principi Smart Move Realty

Pamela Smith

Village of Wittenberg

Copper Palette - $100 - $199
Deo Almazar Karl & Lois Anderson Anonymous Reuben & Kay Carlson
Central WI Electric Coop Roger & Margaret Chase John & Lisa Gast
Roger & Mona Hanson Dale & Meg Hartleben Tom Hennessy
Mark & Doreen Korbisch Karen Traut
Dan & Jan Young
Wittenberg Lion’s Club
Basic Membership - $50 - $99
Dick & Mary Beversdorf Calon & Ann Hawley John & Loretta Miron
Wittenberg Youth Bowling DBA Joker’s Wild Charity Raffle
In-Kind Donors
Alan Clough Mullins Cheese evolutions in design Fabiano Brothers Hanke’s Sentry Foods
Cathy Kirk Lisa’s Sweet Shoppe Bakery & Catering Nueske’s Applewood Smoked Meats
Shops on Grand Wagner Shell Food Mart
Wittenberg Area Chamber of Commerce
Show Sponsors
Ho-Chunk Gaming, Wittenberg
Nueske’s Applewood Lane Alpacas
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Thank You to Our Current Board Members:
These are WOW members elected to serve the organization. As with everyone within WOW, all are volunteers.

President: Elaine Knab

Vice-President: Elaine Diffor

Secretary: Ann Hawley

Treasurer: Elaine Knab

Members at Large:
Lois Anderson
Marge Hartleben
Karen Hendrikson
Mary Beth Koeppel
Miriam Nelson
Nancy Pehlke
Paul Pehlke
Barb Resch
Steve Vera
Thank You to Our Committee Chairs:
Murals: Elaine Diffor
Art Park: Elaine Knab
Building: Steve Vera
Quilt Show: Mary Koeppel
DU ELING Pianos: Elaine Knab & Tarrie Beran
Dinner Theatre: Miriam Nelson, Lois Anderson, Nancy Pehlke
Wine, Beer, and Cheese Gala: Elaine Knab
Spring Art Show: Elaine Knab
Emerging Talents: Elaine Diffor
Summer Concerts: Marge Hartleben
Fall Art Show: Elaine Diffor
Fall Theatre Show: Miriam Nelson, Lois Anderson, Nancy Pehlke
Community Christmas Tree Lighting: Elaine Knab
Christmas Craft Show: Karen Hendrikson

“News You Can Use”: Lois Anderson, Committee Chairs
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